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Abstract 

 

This paper compares the status of women in Chile an d Taiwan 

in order to examine two research questions:  First,  what can 

explain Taiwan’s considerably better record in enha ncing the 

status of women?  Second, what are the implications  for the 

ongoing debate among global feminists about the eff ects of 

globalization on the status of women?  Case studies  of the two 

countries suggest that they are fairly similar in t erms of 

progress on women’s education and health but that T aiwan has a 

very significant advantage in terms of women’s empl oyment status 

and political representation.  Taiwan’s better perf ormance in 

these areas reflects its distinctive development pa ttern and 

electoral institutions, while the implications of t he case 

studies for the nature of globalization’s effects o n the status 

of women are more complex and nuanced.   

 

Keywords:  Chile, economic development, globalization, status of 
women, Taiwan     
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The Puzzle of Why the Status of Women is 
Higher in Taiwan than Chile 

 

 

 

 

The economic, social, and political status of women  is 

considerably higher in Taiwan than Chile.  For exam ple, Chile 

now ranks 40 th  out of 177 countries on the UN’s Gender-Related 

Development Index which compares women to men in te rms of life 

expectancy, literacy, school enrollment, and real i ncome, 1 while 

a recent calculation by Taiwan’s government found t hat Taiwan 

would rank 4 th  if it were included in UN data. 2  In some ways 

this is puzzling because the profiles of the two co untries in 

regard to women are fairly similar.  Both have high ly 

patriarchal cultures, 3 but women in both have achieved general 

educational parity with men and have been quite act ive in 

political and voluntary groups.  In a broader struc tural sense, 

moreover, both have participated quite extensively in the 

growing globalization 4 of the world economy. 5   

Many feminist scholars and globalization theorists conclude 

that globalization produces gendered effects that i mpact the 

lives of women throughout both developed and develo ping 
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societies.  However, there is little consensus abou t how 

globalization and neoliberal policies affect women.   On the one 

hand, scholars such as Sassen 6 and Sen 7 argue that women benefit 

from the outside employment opportunities generated  by 

globalization because they give women more resource s and 

opportunities both inside and outside the home.  In  sharp 

contrast, other global feminists argue that global capitalism 

and especially the neoliberal policies that accompa ny them are 

harmful to women.  While globalization has provided  more work 

opportunities and has changed attitudes toward the role of women 

within the global economy, women often face insecur e and often 

dangerous working conditions, declining welfare pro grams that 

provide support for their families, and increased w orkloads 

within both the private and public spheres. 8  

This paper examines two basic questions.  First, wh at can 

explain Taiwan’s considerably better record in enha ncing the 

status of women?  Second, what are the implications  of a 

comparison of Chile and Taiwan for the ongoing deba te about the 

effects of globalization on the status of women?  T he first two 

sections develop case studies, respectively, of Chi le and 

Taiwan.  We then apply the case studies to examine our basic 

research questions. 
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The Status of Women in Chile 

 

This assessment of the evolving status of women in Chile 

has two subsections.  The first subsection presents  quantitative 

data on how women have fared economically, socially , and 

politically; and the second is a qualitative discus sion of 

women’s participation in voluntary groups and polit ics.  The 

latter helps explain the quantitative findings and,  more 

importantly, gives a more nuanced picture of the co ntradictory 

forces that women face in the country. 

 

Indicators of Women’s Status 

Chilean national data on key indicators of women’s status 

reveal a contradictory picture.    Women in Chile h ave seen 

major improvements since the 1970s in key areas lik e education 

and health.   However, unlike women in other region s of the 

world, Chilean women have not gained very significa ntly in the 

employment sector.   Likewise, their political repr esentation 

remains quite low, despite the election of Michelle  Bachelet as 

President (2006-2010). 

Education is a key resource for economic and social  

advancement; and here the data for Chilean women ar e quite good, 
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as demonstrated by Table 1.  Women’s enrollment in preschool, 

primary, and secondary schools has equaled that of men’s since 

the 1970s; and while they were a clear minority at the post-

secondary level until recently, that is no longer t he case.  

Consequently, women benefitted from the tremendous expansion of 

secondary education over the last four decades (fro m 28% of the 

population in 1970 to 85% in 2007); and the illiter acy rates for 

women -- 12% in 1970 and 3% in 2010 -- are quite si milar to the 

ones for men -- 10% and 3% in those two years. 9    

Table 1 about here 

 Women’s health also represents another indicator o f 

progress for Chilean women over the past 40 years.  For example, 

the infant mortality rate plummeted from 118 to 8 p er 1,000 live 

births between 1960 and 2005, while the drop in the  maternal 

mortality rate from 16.8 to 1.6 per 100,000 live bi rths was 

almost as spectacular.  A major reason for this goo d record is 

that most women (99% since the mid-1990s) in Chile now have 

their children in hospitals. 10  Women’s life expectancy rose by 

close to 50% from 56.8 to 81.5 between 1950-55 and 2008; 11 and as 

in developed nations, women live longer on average (by about 

five years) than men do.  Finally, Chile has made m ajor progress 

in bringing down its once high fertility rate which  stood at 

1.85 per family in 2005. 12  
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Women have also made substantial economic gains.  C hile’s 

“Growth with Equity” programs that were implemented  to reduce 

poverty in the post-Pinochet era have benefited the  poorest of 

the Chilean population, women included. 13  Table 2 shows that the 

high poverty rate at the end of Pinochet’s rule was almost cut in 

half between 1990 and 2000 as it fell from 38.6% to  20.6% and as 

extreme poverty dropped to less than 6% of the popu lation.  

Declining poverty, though, was not associated with any 

noticeable reduction in the very high level of inco me inequality 

in Chile.  For example, the Gini index of inequalit y has 

remained almost constant over the last two decades,  being .56 in 

1990 and .52 in 2012. 14  In gender terms, more importantly, women 

compared to men are not overrepresented in the impo verished and 

poor groups as they were within one percentage poin t of men 

throughout this period.  Thus, the feminization of poverty does 

not appear to be a problem in Chile.  Another posit ive note is 

that the ratio of average women’s wages in relation  to men’s in 

urban areas improved considerably from 67% to 77% b etween 1995 

and 2003. 15  However, women’s catching up in wages before 1995  

was not due to their earning more, but rather to me n’s falling 

wage levels. 16 

Table 2 about here 

 These encouraging statistics in the areas of educa tion, 

health, and income, coupled with Chile’s commitment  to 
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globalization and neoliberalism, might be taken to suggest that 

Chile’s economic strategy created expansive opportu nities for 

women to enter that labor market and to gain the re sources and 

opportunities posited by Sassen 17 and Sen. 18  Yet, this definitely 

turns out not to have been the case.  While women’s  

participation in formal employment increased from 3 0.6% in 1990 

to 35.6% in 2004, 19 this is actually a much lower rate than is 

the case for women in several other regions of the world. 20  For 

example, in 2000 women’s labor force participation in Chile was 

37.6%, while a country having Chile’s GDP per capit a would be 

expected to have one of 52.6%. 21  Clearly, therefore, women are 

quite underrepresented in the formal economy.  Furt hermore, as 

demonstrated by the data in Table 3, employed women  are 

segregated into certain types of professions and ec onomic 

activities, primarily the service industries which tend to be 

marked by low wages and poor working conditions. 22 

Table 3 about here   

Finally, the data on women’s political representati on in 

Chile indicate that it is somewhat low.  With the e lection of 

Michelle Bachelet in 2006, women gained entry into the executive 

branch of government at the highest level; and Bach elet’s 

administration was the first to appoint as many fem ale cabinet 

members as men. However, women’s political represen tation in 

other levels of government in Chile continues to be  relatively 
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low.  For example, Table 4 shows that women’s repre sentation in 

the national Congress only increased very slowly fr om 1% in the 

1950s to 13% in the early 21 st  century.  For example Lu found 

that Chilean women’s 10% representation rate in 200 0 was only 

three-quarters of what would be expected of a natio n at that 

level of affluence. 23  

Table 4 about here 

Women’s status in Chile is relatively high in certa in 

areas.  They are well educated and have access to a dequate 

health and sanitation.   Women are becoming more ec onomically 

active in the formal economy and have benefited fro m anti-

poverty programs which reduced their chances of bei ng poor even 

when they are the sole wage earners for their famil ies.  

However, their labor force participation is low, if  not quite 

low, by international standards; and their employme nt is 

concentrated for the most part in undesirable secto rs.   

 

Women’s Activism: A Qualitative Overview 

Women’s movements and activism have had a long hist ory in 

Chile.  Women successfully mobilized to gain suffra ge in 1949 

and to challenge human rights violations and to hel p bring down 

the oppressive Pinochet regime.  Yet, current women ’s activism 

in Chile has struggled with the re-emergence of dem ocracy. 24  

Throughout the course of women’s activism in Chile,  the 
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discussions of women’s empowerment and equality ref lected 

various political, economic, and social interests.  Early 

movements from the 1930s through the 1940s focused on 

traditional women’s issues, such as suffrage and po verty. 25  

However, once women gained the right to vote, women ’s rights 

discussions shifted to broader political movements where gender 

issues were ignored or were dominated by discussion s of women’s 

rights as mothers within the growing political and social 

turmoil.  In the 1960’s and 1970’s  women were very  active in 

community projects, including the Centros de Madres ,  or mothers’ 

centers,  which focused on providing women with resources to 

support their families. 26   

Women were marginalized in formal politics even dur ing the 

socialist era of the Salvador Allende government (1 970-1973).   

Most political discourse was class based, and most policies that 

addressed women’s inequalities continued to designa te women in 

terms of their roles as mothers and housewives. 27  The inability 

of the Allende government to address women’s issues  and 

inequalities together with increasing economic fact ors affecting 

the poor enabled right-wing conservative groups to recruit 

military wives and middle and upper class women, as  well as poor 

women, to form popular sectors and to become promin ent members 

of the 1970-1973 anti-Allende movement. 28  
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Movements of nationalist struggle and women’s right s arose 

under the Pinochet dictatorship between 1973 and 19 90.  In 

response to dire living conditions, women’s mobiliz ation focused 

on human rights violations, looking for their missi ng relatives, 

and the promotion of a Chilean democracy.  Ironical ly, 

Pinochet’s definition of women exclusively as mothe rs enabled 

them to use this role in their resistance struggles .  Indeed, 

because women initially protested as mothers, they were granted 

political activities denied to others, thereby maki ng their 

protests vital to his overthrow. 29  

Noonan argues that these democratic movements enabl ed women 

to regain feminist and women’s rights agendas.  The y justified 

women’s nontraditional behaviors and allowed women to recognize 

the link between the state and family oppression. 30  Indeed, 

these women’s movements, which began as human right s movements, 

were able to “politicize” women’s daily lives and f ocus 

attention on issues such as poverty, domestic viole nce, and 

state violence against their families. 31  In contrast, Jaquette 

argues that although women played major roles in th e anti-

dictatorship struggles and often were granted polit ical voices 

in Latin American countries’ transitions to democra cies, once 

democracy was established, women and gender issues were either 

co-opted and marginalized into political parties or  excluded 

altogether. 32  
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Dandavati finds that the Chilean women’s movement p layed a 

vital role in the reconstruction of the democratic state (1988-

1994) and in the transition. 33  It was able to push gender policy 

issues to the political agenda with the Plebicite o f 1988.  

Women’s gains from these movements included the cre ation of 

Servicio Nacional de la Mujer  (SERNAM), the state institution of 

women’s affairs that oversees the other ministries’  treatment of 

gender issues.  The Intra-family Violence Law of 19 94 to protect 

women from domestic violence, the elimination of le gitimacy of 

children from the Civil Code, the elimination of ad ultery from 

the Criminal Code, and the legalization of divorce in 2004 were 

major legislative victories. 34  However, despite mass 

mobilization in the late 1980s, in the 1990s divisi ons between 

women due to class and race/ethnic interests as wel l as 

divisions between groups over how to work with the state have 

fragmented the Chilean women’s movement and threate ned its 

future mobilization and effectiveness. 35  

Women during re-democratization, therefore, followe d two 

paths:  1) working within political parties and for mal 

structures and 2) functioning as autonomous groups. 36  Both types 

of movements faced similar problems.  Women within political 

movements brought women’s issues into the debates r egarding 

reconstructions of Chile’s democracy, and women’s g rassroots 

movements increased the recognition of the plight o f the poor.  
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However, institutionalization of some of these wome n’s groups 

into SERNAM, an organ of the government, caused fra gmentation 

among the various movements, making unified gendere d agendas 

difficult to create.  All groups were deficient in producing 

clear leaders who could represent women’s issues in  state 

building.    Therefore, while both types of groups shared common 

goals, they did not create a course of action that crossed class 

and racial/ethnic lines. 37 

Overall unfortunately, although political and legal  gains 

were made by women’s organizations, Chilean women f aced many 

political and social obstacles to gender empowermen t.  Much of 

the recent literature on women in Chile has focused  on women’s 

marginalization in the elected democratic governmen ts since 1988 

and on the decline of women’s activism since the em ergence of 

democracy.  Women obtained less representation in t he government 

than before Pinochet’s era; and many felt alienated , 

disillusioned, and abandoned. 38   

Most global feminists argue that women are not pass ive 

victims to the inequalities they face under neolibe ral policies 

in their local communities. 39
  Women in Chile conform to these 

expectations as they have been quite active in Chil ean politics 

and society.  They heroically led the opposition to  Pinochet; 

and grassroots organizations are now representing a nd helping 

women who have been traditionally marginalized, sup porting 
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Rakowski’s contention that women are empowered by t hese 

activities in a variety of ways. 40  Yet, the effects of their 

activism have been limited by two unfortunate facto rs.  First, 

Chilean politics have been dominated by such issues  as fighting 

dictatorial repression and class-based cleavages, s o that 

feminist and women’s issues are often marginalized.   Second, 

women’s groups are often divided along class and ra cial lines, 

which obviously undermines their effectiveness.  Th ese 

unfortunate limitations point toward the need to de velop a 

feminist consensus in Chile.  

 

 

The Status of Women in Taiwan 

 

Similarly to our case study of Chile, this section discusses the 

women in Taiwan in two parts.  The first examines a  set of indicators 

on women’s social, economic, and political status; and the second is a 

more qualitative discussion of women’s activism.  I n both sections, we 

will compare the situation in Taiwan to our previou s findings about 

Chile. 

 

Indicators of Women’s Status 

 Taiwan’s much higher ranking on the gender-related  development 

index than Chile’s suggests that it should have a b etter record on the 
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quantitative indicators examined here than Chile do es.  In general, 

this supposition is supported.  Like Chile, women i n Taiwan have made 

considerable progress in terms of health, education , and income.  In 

contrast, they are appreciably better off in terms of their financial 

situation, employment status, and political represe ntation.  Overall, 

therefore, the status of women does indeed appear t o be higher in 

Taiwan than in Chile. 

Taiwan’s record for improving women’s educational o pportunities 

and resources and moving toward gender equality in education is fairly 

comparable to Chile’s.  As demonstrated by the data  in Table 5, Chile 

reached equality in women’s and men’s enrollment ra tes beyond primary 

school about a decade earlier (1970 versus 1980), b ut Taiwan expanded 

its secondary and post-secondary education faster.  In addition, after 

1990 proportionately more women than men attended s econdary and post-

secondary schools.  Until the last two decades, Chi le’s record on 

literacy was slightly better than Taiwan’s.  In the  early 1970, for 

example, the illiteracy rate was 17% in Taiwan 41 versus only 11% in 

Chile, although by the early 1990s both countries h ad attained close 

to 95% literacy.  Unlike Chile, the literacy rate h as always been a 

little higher for women than men in Taiwan due to t he fact that 

universal schooling did not start until the early 1 950s.  Now, 

literacy is almost universal in Taiwan for those un der 60. 42 

Table 5 about here 

Like Chile, Taiwan has made extremely impressive pr ogress 

in terms of health statistics regarding women; and Taiwan’s 

women are fairly similar to their Chilean counterpa rts on these 
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indicators.  For example, the infant mortality rate  per 1,000 

live births fell from 30.5 in 1960 to 4.7 in 2007; and the 

maternal mortality rate per 1,000 live births dropp ed from 14.1 

in 1984 to 6.8 in 2007. 43  Compared to Chile, then, Taiwan is 

somewhat better on infant mortality and somewhat wo rse on 

maternal mortality.    Women’s life expectancy incr eased from 70 

in 1965 to 82 in 2008; and women in Taiwan live abo ut five years 

longer than men. 44  Taiwan has been especially successful in 

reducing its fertility, which is strongly correlate d with 

improving the status of women. 45  Among Taiwanese women, the 

fertility rate fell dramatically from 5.8 per woman  in 1960 to 

2.5 in 1980 to 1.03 in 2009. 46 

Taiwanese women (as well as men, of course) benefit  from 

the much lower levels of poverty and inequality in their society 

compared to Chile’s.  For the past fifteen years, f or example, 

the poverty rate in Taiwan has averaged 1%-2%, whil e the one in 

Chile has averaged 15%. 47  The difference is, if anything, even 

more profound in the area of income inequality.  In  contrast to 

the high inequality in Chile, Taiwan achieved level s that were 

low by even the standards of the developed world by  the 1970s 

due to radical land reform and rapid industrializat ion. 48  Since 

then, as is generally the case among the developed nations, its 

level of income inequality has increased significan tly from a 

Gini of .29 in 1970 to one of .34 in 2011. 49  Still, this is far, 
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far better than Chile’s current Gini Coefficient of  over .50.  

In terms of gender comparisons, Taiwan, like Chile,  has made 

very significant progress in reducing the inequalit y between the 

average wages and salaries of men and women, as wom en’s wages in 

relation to men’s rose from 64% in 1981 to 74% in 2 000 to 80% in 

2009. 50  

The data on employment demonstrate that women in Ta iwan are 

much better off than women in Chile in this regard.   First, 

women in Taiwan are much more likely to have formal  employment 

outside the home.  Their labor market participation  rate 

increased from 36% in 1961 to 45% in 1990 to 50% in  2010, 51 which 

has been between a third and a half higher than wom en’s 

employment ratios in Chile since 1990.  Still, wome n in Taiwan 

are slightly below the international norm on this i ndicator.  

For example, over the last two decades the internat ional average 

for women’s participation in the labor force has re mained stable 

at about 52%; and in 2000, Taiwan’s rate of 46% was  four 

percentage points lower than the 50% that would be predicted for 

a nation at its GDP per capita. 52  

The employment structure for women in Taiwan, moreo ver, has 

changed fairly dramatically over the last three dec ades, with at 

least some of the change being clearly beneficial.  In 1980, as 

described in Table 6, about 40% of employed women w orked in 

manufacturing and another 20% in agriculture, which  was fairly 
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similar to men’s employment pattern.  By 2010, in s tark 

contrast, the percentage of women employed in these  two sectors 

had plummeted by two-thirds; and manufacturing had become 

dominated by men.  Taiwanese women, thus, had to mi grate into 

new occupations.  The proportion of women who were in clerical 

and service jobs jumped from 28% to 44%.  While the se 

occupations are generally considered an improvement  from 

agriculture, they would only be a lateral move from  many 

industrial positions.  In contrast, women made more  dramatic 

gains in the more desirable professional and techni cian 

occupations, tripling their representation here fro m 11% to 32%.  

This image of upward mobility is also confirmed by Table 7.  

Between 1980 and 2010, for example, women’s share o f all 

administrative and managerial positions doubled fro m 9% to 21%; 

and their share of professional and technical posit ions also 

increased significantly from 36% to 47%. 

Tables 6 and 7 about here  

Finally, Taiwan has a good record as well in increa sing 

women’s political representation.  Table 8 shows th at women held 

about 10% of the seats in the national parliament o r Legislative 

Yuan from the 1960s until the early 1990s.  Then th eir 

representation jumped dramatically to 19% in 1998 a nd 30% in 

2008.  In addition, women made similar progress in all the other 

elective assemblies in Taiwan; and generally their increased 
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representation occurred earlier in lower levels of government. 53  

A major factor stimulating women’s political repres entation in 

Taiwan was a constitutional provision that “reserve d” seats in 

multi-member assembly districts for women.  Since e ven during 

its long authoritarian era (the 1950s through the 1 980s) Taiwan 

was marked by intense electoral competition among l ocal 

factions, there were strong incentives to develop a nd recruit 

women candidates who then developed the skills to b e competitive 

on their own. 54  For example, women consistently exceeded their 

reserved quotas in Legislative Yuan elections after  1980 and won 

30% of the seats in 2008 after the reserved-seats s ystem had 

been abolished for national elections (see Table 8) . 

Table 8 about here 

 

Women’s Activism: A Qualitative Overview 

Before Taiwan’s democratization in the early 1990s,  the 

activities of women’s groups in the country were fa irly limited.  

During the period of “hard authoritarianism” from t he late 1940s 

through the middle of 1970s, 55 two kinds of women’s organizations 

existed in Taiwan.  The first type of women’s organ ization was 

supported by the government and stressed traditiona l women’s 

roles, duties to their families, and dedication to the country.  

The second type of women’s groups included fairly c onservative 

social and professional organizations that were clo sely tied to 



18 

 

government-affiliated women’s organizations.  In ge neral, during 

this period, women’s organizations and groups were controlled or 

monitored by the regime. They highly supported the status quo 

and kept themselves from challenging Taiwan’s patri archal 

culture. 56  

Taiwanese feminism emerged in the 1970s but it was 

something of a “one woman whirlwind” in large part because of 

the open hostility from the authoritarian Kuomintan g (KMT) 

regime.  Hsiu-lien Annette Lu launched Taiwan’s Fem inist 

Movement with a speech on International Women’s Day  in 1972 and 

with the publication in 1974 of New Feminism , which described 

western feminism.  While Lu quite consciously limit ed her 

arguments and analysis to moderate issues, the regi me quickly 

concluded that her brand of feminism constituted a challenge to 

the island’s “social order” by undermining its Conf ucian 

patriarchal traditions. 57  

Taiwan’s democratic transition from the mid-1980s t hrough 

the early 1990s, 58 however, opened up more space for feminist 

activities and the formation of independent women’s  groups.  In 

the mid-1980s, a variety of women’s organizations f ormed and 

sought to improve women’s lives.  For example, the Taipei Women 

Development Center focused on the re-employment of minority 

women and the elderly; the Warm Life Association fo r Women 

assisted divorced women and women on the verge of d ivorce; the 
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Women’s Research Program in the Population Center o f National 

Taiwan University worked on gender and women’s stud ies; the 

Rainbow Project, which was supported by the Presbyt erian Church 

of Taiwan, helped aboriginal teen girls; and Pink C ollar 

Solidarity supported women against the still preval ent 

patriarchal norms in Taiwan.  Subsequently, an intr icate network 

was created among such organizations.  Within this network, if 

any group seized a particularly compelling issue, t he others 

immediately stepped up to help win the attention an d support of 

the public. 59 

These new women’s associations began to focus on ge nder 

concerns from different perspectives.  While some o f them 

provided women practical services and professional assistance, 

others actively took part in political and social m ovements to 

urge the modification or enactment of laws and to s upervise the 

government’s execution of public policies to improv e women’s 

status in Taiwan’s society.  Most significantly, in  contrast to 

feminists’ prior need to compromise with conservati ves, these 

activists threw off their self-censorship after the  revocation 

of martial law, as women’s groups based on social f eminism and 

radical feminism began to emerge in the mid-1990s. 60   Moreover, 

in 2001, the National Alliance of Taiwan Women’s As sociations 

(NATWA), an umbrella organization, was established to coordinate 

the country’s more than 70 gender-related NGOs. 61  
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Directly challenging traditional beliefs and patria rchal 

culture, these autonomous women’s groups in Taiwan have been 

working hard to improve women’s situation in variou s fields, 

including women’s right to reproductive choice, the  prevention 

of domestic violence and sexual assault, environmen tal 

protection, gender equality in employment opportuni ties, the 

civil rights of same-sex couples, and the advanceme nt of women 

into leadership roles in the political arena.  In p articular, 

the women’s movement had a significant impact on wo men’s daily 

lives through its success in obtaining legal reform s for gender 

equality.  The achievements in legislative reforms between 1984 

and 2011 include legalizing abortion, revising the Civil Code to 

protect women’s rights, preventing children and tee nagers from 

becoming prostitutes, prohibiting different forms o f violence 

against women, eliminating gender biases in the edu cation 

system, and securing women’s equal access to employ ment 

opportunities. 62   

In contrast to women’s political representation whe re 

Taiwan is clearly superior to Chile, a comparison b etween the 

two countries on women’s activism is more complex.  In the 1970s 

and 1980s, women were clearly more active in Chile than Taiwan 

due to a highly idiosyncratic response of their aut horitarian 

regimes to the prevailing culture of patriarchy.  I n Taiwan 

during the 1970s and 1980s, the KMT government resi sted feminism 
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and independent women’s groups as a challenge to cu ltural, 

social, and political status quo, while in Chile Pi nochet was 

less repressive toward women because of his stereot ype of them 

as mothers.  Once the two countries democratization  about 1990, 

authoritarian controls over political and economic organizations 

generally subsided; and many feminist and women’s b ecame quite 

active in both polities.  In both countries, though , the 

effectiveness of this activism has been limited bec ause women’s 

issues are only marginal to the central political c leavage:  the 

national identity debate in Taiwan 63 and the class and racial 

divide in Chile.   

 

Implications 

 

Our first research question was to explain why the status 

of women is higher in Taiwan than Chile.  The case studies in 

the last two sections found that the major differen ces between 

the two countries existed in the areas of employmen t and 

political representation.  The explanation for the greater 

representation of Taiwanese women in elective offic es is easy to 

discern:  the Reserved Seats system jump-started th eir office 

seeking; and they used the skills and resources tha t they 

developed to become competitive on the hustings in their own 
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right.  The reason for women’s greater success in t he formal 

economy is more indirect.  Taiwan used its active p articipation 

in the world economy to follow the normal pattern o f development 

from agriculture to light industry to high tech pro duction to 

advanced services 64 by providing government support for “infant 

industries” and, once they were established, forcin g them to 

become internationally competitive and, in many cas es, to be 

export-oriented given the country’s small domestic market. 65  In 

Chile, in sharp contrast, a commitment to globaliza tion did not 

produce a surge of industrial exports which never r eached even a 

fifth of total exports 66 compared to Taiwan’s where industrial 

goods has exceeded 90% since 1980. 67  

Economic and industrial upgrading occurred to a muc h 

greater extent in Taiwan than in Chile, thereby cre ating a 

substantial expansion of professional and manageria l jobs. 68  

Through their educational attainments, women in bot h countries 

had the skills and resources to fill such positions , but the 

structural changes in Taiwan gave women there a muc h greater 

opportunity.  This calls to mind Sen’s concept of d evelopment as 

the freedom of individuals to develop their capabil ities and to 

utilize those capabilities. 69  In these terms, both countries 

have provided many women the opportunity to develop  their 

capabilities, but Taiwan has created much better co nditions for 

utilizing them. 
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The second research question examined the implicati ons of 

the experiences of Chile and Taiwan for the ongoing  debate among 

global feminist theorists about whether globalizati on and 

neoliberalism have a positive or negative impact up on the status 

of women in developing nations.  One conclusion tha t jumps out 

from a comparison of the two nations is that global ization and 

neoliberalism should not be conflated.  While both participated 

quite actively in globalization, Chile’s neoliberal ism 

contrasted sharply with Taiwan’s more statist econo mic policy, 

which produced a much more advanced and well rounde d development 

pattern 70 that created much better conditions for facilitati ng 

women’s development and utilization of their inhere nt 

capabilities.  Probably the reason for these diverg ent political 

economies is that the traditional land-based elites  have 

maintained economic power in Chile preventing the t ype of 

development that occurred in Taiwan, 71 which is consistent with 

the arguments of the skeptics of globalization. 

Turning to the explicit impact of globalization upo n the 

status of women in these two countries, our finding s demonstrate 

that both sides are correct in certain situations b ecause the 

effects of globalization vary widely within a socie ty.  In 

Taiwan, more educated, younger, and middle class wo men tended to 

benefit from the country’s development pattern, whi le other 

women did not and even saw their traditional status  undercut. 72  
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Similarly, globalization in Chile has opened more o pportunities 

for women with more education and higher class stat us but 

created more burdens for and threats to women who d o not possess 

these advantages. 73  Finally, the arguments of those who see 

globalization as creating jobs that provide broader  

opportunities for women need to recognize that thes e benefits 

can be quite variable.  For example, while young un married 

Taiwanese women who left their homes to work in low -skill 

manufacturing during the 1960s and 1970s did increa se their 

independence and status somewhat, 74 such effects were much less 

than women’s large-scale movement into managerial a nd 

professional jobs over the last several decades.  A gain, class-

based differences seem to be quite important.         
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Table 1  
Education Female Enrollment by Level of Education, 1970-2007  

(Percentages) 
 

Year  Preschool Primary Secondary Post Secondary 
 Total 

Pop. 
Percent 
of 
Women* 

Total 
Pop. 

Percent 
of 
Women 

Total 
Pop. 

Percent 
of 
Women 

Total 
Pop. 

Percent 
of 
Women 

1970 --- 52 90.2 50 28.0 53   9.0 38 
1975 --- ---- 94.0 49 33.4 53 14.0 42 
1990 --- 49 87.7 49 55.0 51 20.7 --- 
2007 --- --- 94.4 49 85.3 51 52.1 51 
Sources:  United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(UN ECLAC), http://www.eclac.org/estadisticas/bases/default.asp?idioma=IN, 2009; 
Teresa Valdes and Enrique Gomariz (coords.), “Latin American Women: Comparative 
Figures” (Santiago: Instituto de la Mujer, 1995).  

 

Table 2 
Sex Distribution of Population by Chilean Poverty Line, 1990-2000  

(Percentages) 
 

Year and Sex Impoverished Poor but Not 
Impoverished  

Not Poor Total 

1990 12.9 25.7 61.4 100 
Men 12.6 25.3 62.1 100 
Women  13.2 26.1 60.7 100 
1996   5.7 17.5 76.8 100 
Men   5.7 17.2 77.1 100 
Women    5.8 17.7 76.5 100 
2000   5.7 14.9 79.4 100 
Men   5.5 14.9 79.6 100 
Women   5.8 15.0 79.2 100 
Source:  Teresa E. Valdés, Ana María B. Muñoz, and Alina O. Donoso (coords.), 
Have Women Progressed? Latin American Index of Fulfilled Commitment (Santiago: 
Facultad LatinoAmericana de Ciencias Sociales FLASCO, 2005).   
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Table 3 

Employed Urban Population, By Sex, According to Economic Activity 2006 
 (Percentages)  

 
Occupational 

Category 
Men Women Percent of Women 

in Occupation 
Agriculture and 
Horticulture 

8.2 3.9 10.5 

Mining and Quarry   2.7  0.3   3.2 
Industrial 
Manufacturing 

16.5 10.8 26.5 

Utilities   0.8   0.2 12.3 
Construction 15.5   1.3   3.0 
Commerce 17.5 26.6 46.4 
Transportation, 
Storage and 
Communication 

11.3   3.6 11.9 

Financial Institutions 8.5   7.2 38.0 
Community, Social 
and Personal Services 

17.9 45.0 56.1 

Total               100.0               100.0  
Sources:  UN ECLAC (SEE TABLE 1); Servicio Nacional de la Mujer (SERNAM), 
Statistics Database on Various Measures of Women in Chile,  
http://www.sernam.cl/estudios/web/fus_index.php?sec=2, 2010.  

 

 Table 4 
Composition by Sex of National Congress 1950-2010 

 

Legislature Women Total Percent held by 
Women 

1951-1953   1 192   0.5 
1953-1957   2 192   1.0 
1957-1961   3 192   1.6 
1961-1965   5 192   2.6 
1965-1969 14 192   7.3 
1969-1973 10 200   5.0 

1973 15 200   7.5 
1990-1993 10 158   6.3 
1994-1997 12 158   7.6 
1998-2002 16 158 10.1 
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2002-2005 17 158 10.8 
2006-2010 20 158 12.7 

Source:  SERNAM (see Table 3). 
 
 
 
 

Table 5  
Percentage Attending School in Taiwan, by Age Group and Sex, 1976-2009 

Age 6-11 
(Elementary 

school) 

Age 12-14 
(Junior high 

school) 

Age 15-17 
(Senior high 

school) 

Age 18-21 
(Post-secondary) 

Year 

Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male 
1976 97.59 97.49 72.82 81.60 40.11 46.08   8.73 11.15 
1980 97.70 97.43 82.03 84.73 49.06 50.25 10.25 11.86 
1985 96.31 96.29 86.86 87.18 62.86 61.80 13.49 14.24 
1990 97.87 98.21 90.59 90.05 76.85 69.36 20.44 18.33 
1995 99.10 99.01 94.47 93.83 82.65 75.84 29.78 25.88 
2000 98.79 98.77 94.11 93.83 89.39 84.90 42.11 35.47 
2005 98.44 98.49 96.51 96.50 89.85 87.32 61.06 54.00 
2009 97.91 98.09 97.43 97.54 93.15 91.61 68.93 61.34 

Source:   Ministry of Education, Educational Statistics (Taipei: Ministry of Education, various 
years). 

 
Table 6   

Occupational Distribution by Gender, 1978-2010  
(Percentages)                                                                                                                                  

Year 

Legislators, 
government 

administrators, 
business execs 
and managers 

Professionals Technicians 
and  

associate 
professionals 

Clerks Service, 
shop, 

market, 
sales 

workers 

Ag, animal 
husbandry, 

forestry 
and fishing 

workers 

Production, 
machine 
operators 

and related 
workers 

Female 

1978 1.12 4.68   6.54   9.86 15.61 22.34 39.85 
1980 1.05 4.79   7.44 11.00 16.70 17.98 41.03 
1990 1.90 6.56 12.96 14.08 19.65 10.10 34.76 
2000 1.54 7.98 16.82 20.64 24.20   5.28 23.54 
2010 1.95 9.67 22.25 20.56 23.89   3.38 18.30 

Male 

1978 4.06 3.25   6.69 4.04 13.20 25.65 43.10 
1980 5.07 3.40   7.69 4.00 13.80 19.79 46.25 
1990 6.41 4.31 10.82 4.33 14.91 14.32 44.90 
2000 6.23 5.38 16.74 4.20 13.88   9.26 44.32 
2010 5.94 8.08 19.78 4.46 14.86   6.43 40.46 
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Source:  Directorate-General of Budget, Accounting and Statistics (DGBAS), Statistical 
Yearbook, 2010 (Taipei: Directorate-General of Budget, Accounting and Statistics, 
www.eng.dgbas.gov.tw., 2010). 

 

Table 7   
Distribution of Ratio of Female and Male Workers to Total Employed in Administrative 

and Managerial, Professional, and Technical Occupations 
 

 Share of administrative and 
managerial workers (%) 

Share of professional and  
technical-related workers (%) 

 Men Women Men Women 
1980 90.6   9.4 64.3 35.7 
1990 84.9 15.1 56.3 43.7 
2000 85.7 14.3 56.9 43.1 
2010 79.5 20.5 52.7 47.3 

Source:  DGBAS (see Table 6). 

  

Table 8 
Women’s Representation in National Legislative Bodies in Taiwan 

 

Candidates Seats 

Year 
Total Women 

% 
Women 

Total 
Reserved 

for Women 

% 
Reserved 

for 
Women 

Women 
% 

Women 

Legislative Yuan 

1969   25     4 16.0   11  0 0   1   9.1 
1972   55     6 10.9   36  3   8.3   4 11.1 
1975   61     4   6.6   37  3 10.8   4 10.8 
1980 218   17   7.8   70  5   7.1   8 11.4 
1983 171   22 12.9   71  5   7.0   8 11.3 
1986 137   12   8.8   73  6   6.0   7   9.6 
1989 302   26   8.6 101  7   6.9 13 12.9 
1992 403   46 11.4 161 10   6.2 17 10.6 
1995 397   50 12.6 164 NA   NA 23 14.0 
1998 498   86 17.3 225 NA   NA 43 19.1 
2001 584 110 18.8 225 NA   NA 50 22.2 
2004 492   95 19.3 225 NA   NA 47 20.9 
2008 423 121 28.6 113   0 0 34 30.1 

Source:  Phyllis Mei-lien Lu, The Changing Status of Women In Taiwan: 1948-2010 (Auburn, 
AL: PhD Dissertation, Auburn University, 2012) p. 193.    



29 

 

 



30 

 

 

End Notes 
 
 

                                                             

 

 

 

 
1  United Nations, Human Development Report, 2006/2007  (New 

York: United Nations, 2007) p. 328.    

2  Directorate General of Budget, Accounting, and 
Statistics, “Applying the Gender-Related Developmen t Index to 
Taiwan” (Taipei: Directorate General of Budget, Acc ounting, and 
Statistics, 2011, www.end.dgbas.gov.tw).  

3  Bih-er Chou, Cal Clark, and Janet Clark, Women in Taiwan 
Politics: Overcoming Barriers to Women’s Participat ion in a 
Modernizing Society  (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 
1990); Annie G. Dandavati, The Women’s Movement and the 
Transition to Democracy in Chile  (New York: Peter Lang, 1996); 
Catherine S. P. Farris, “Contradictory Implications  of Socialism 
and Capitalism Under ‘East Asian Modernity’ in Chin a and 
Taiwan,” in Rose J. Lee and Cal Clark (eds.), Democracy and the 
Status of Women in East Asia  (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2000); 
Susan Franceschet, Women and Politics in Chile  (Boulder, CO: 
Lynne Rienner, 2005); Yuan-chen Lee, Women’s Forward March  
(Taipei: Life Culture Press, 1988) (In Chinese).  

4  Peter Dicken, The Global Shift Transforming the World 
Economy, 5th  Ed.  (New York: The Guilford Press, 2007); Robert 
Gilpin, Global Political Economy: Understanding the 
International Economic Order . (Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 2001); David Harvey, The Enigma of Capital (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2010).  

5  Cal Clark and Alexander C. Tan, Taiwan’s Political 
Economy: Meeting Challenges, Pursuing Progress  (Boulder, CO: 
Lynne Rienner, 2012); Joseph Collins and John Lear,  Chile’s Free 
Market Miracle: A Second Look  (Oakland, CA: Institute for Food 
and Development Policy, 1995).  

6  Saskia Sassen, Globalization and Its Discontents: Essays 
on the New Mobility of People and Money  (New York: New Press, 
2002).  



31 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
7  Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom  (New York: Anchor 

Books, 1999).  

8   Christine M. Koggel, “Agency and Empowerment: Em bodied 
Realities in a Globalized World,” in Letitia, Mayne ll, Sue 
Campbell, and Susan Sherwin (eds.),  Agency and Embodiment 
(University Park: Penn State University Press, 2008 ); Maria 
Mies, Patriarchy and Accumulation on a World Scale: Women  in the 
International Division of Labour  (London: Zed Books, 1986); 
Chandra Talpade Mohanty, Feminism Without Borders: Decolonizing 
Theory, Practicing Solidarity  (Durham: Duke University Press, 
2003).  

9  Evelyn A. Clark, Victims of Time, Warriors for Change: 
Chilean Women in a Global, Neoliberal Society (Newcastle upon 
Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2012) p. 75.  

10  Ibid , pp. 61, 77.  

11  Ibid , 76.  

12   United Nations Economic Commission for Latin Ame rica 
and the Caribbean (UN ECLAC), 2009 
http://www.eclac.org/estadisticas/bases/default.asp ?idioma=IN.  

13  Veronica Schild, “Engendering the New Social Citz enship 
in Chile: NGO and Social Provisioning under Neo-Lib eralism,” in 
Shahra Razavi and Maxine Molyneux (eds.), Gender Justice, 
Development and Rights: Substantiating Rights in a Disabling 
Environment  (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002).  

14  Jorge Friedman and Andre Hoffman, “Inequality and  the 
Top of the Income Distribution in Chile, 1990-2012, ” Social 
Science Research Network , 2013, 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id= 2242259.  

15  Clark, op. cit. , p. 79.  

16  Teresa Valdes and Enrique Gomariz (coords.), “Lat in 
American Women: Comparative Figures” (Santiago: Ins tituto de la 
Mujer, 1995).  

17  Sassen, op. cit.  

18  Sen, op. cit.  

19  Clark, op. cit. ,  p. 79  

20   Barbara Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell Hochschild,   
“Introduction,” in  Barbara Ehrenreich and Arlie Ru ssell 
Hochschild (eds.),  The Global Woman Nannies, Maids, and Sex 
Workers in the New Econom y  (New York: Metropolitan Books, 
2002).  



32 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
21  Phyllis Mei-lien Lu, The Changing Status of Women In 

Taiwan: 1948-2010 (Auburn, AL: PhD Dissertation, Auburn 
University, 2012) p. 328.  

22  Clark, op. cit .  

23  Lu, op. cit. , p. 244.  

24  Alicia Frohmann and Teresa Valdes, “Democracy in the 
Country and in the Home: The Women’s Movement in Ch ile,”  in 
Amrita Basu (ed.), The Challenge of Local Feminisms  (Boulder: 
Westview Press, 1995); Patricia L. Hispher, “Democr atic 
Transitions and Social Movement Outcomes: The Chile an Shantytown 
Dwellers’ Movement in Comparative Perspective,” in Marco C. 
Giugni, Doug McAdam, and Charles Tilly (eds.), From Contention 
to Democracy  (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 1998); Jane 
Jaquette (ed.), The Women’s Movement in Latin America: Feminism 
and the Transition to Democracy   (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 
1994); Phillip Oxhorn, “Where Did All the Protestor s Go?  
Popular Mobilization and the Transition to Democrac y in Chile,” 
Latin American Perspectives  21:3 (1994) pp. 49-68.  

25  Frohmann and Valdes, op. cit.  

26  Rita K. Noonan, “Women Against the State: Politic al 
Opportunities and Collective Action Frames in Chile ’s Transition 
to Democracy,” Sociological Forum  10 (1995) pp. 81-111.  

27  Margaret Power, “Class and Gender in the Anti-All ende 
Women’s Movement: Chile 1970-1973,”  Social Politics  7 (2000) 
pp. 289-308.   

28  Lisa Baldez, Why Women Protest: Women’s Movements in 
Chile  (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002); Marg aret 
Power, Right-Wing Women in Chile: Feminine Power and the 
Struggle Against Allende, 1964-1973  (University Park: 
Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002).  

29  Annie G. Dandavati, op. cit. ;  Frohmann and Valdes, op. 
cit.  

30  Noonan, op. cit.   

31  Sonia E. Alvarez, Engendering Democracy in Brazil: 
Women’s Movements in Transition Politics  (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1990); Patricia Chuchryk, “Subver sive Mothers: 
The Women’s Opposition to the Military Regime in Ch ile,” in Sue 
Ellen M. Charlton, Jana Everett, and Kathleen Staud t (eds.), 
Women, the State, and Development  (Albany: State University of 
New York Press, 1989); Patricia Chuchryk, “From Dic tatorship to 
Democracy: The Women’s Movement in Chile,” in Jane S. Jaquette 



33 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

(ed.), The Women’s Movement in Latin America: Participatio n and 
Democracy ,  2nd Ed. (Boulder: Westview, 1994).  

32  Jaquette, op. cit.  

33  Dandavati, op. cit.  

34  Susan Franceschet, op. cit.   

35
   Dandavati, op. cit. ; Ann Matear, “‘Desde La Protesta A La 

Propuesta’: The Institutionalization of the Women’s  Movement in 
Chile,” in Elizabeth Dore (ed.), Gender Politics in Latin 
America  (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1997);  Frans J. 
Schuurman and Ellen Heer, Social Movements and NGOs in Latin 
America: A case study of the women’s movement in Ch ile 
(Saarbrücken, Germany: Verlag Breitenbach Publisher s, 1992); 
Julie D. Shayne, The Revolution Question. Feminisms in El 
Salvador, Chile, and Cuba  (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University 
Press, 2004).  

36  Dandavati, op. cit. ; Frohmann and Valdés, op. cit.  

37  Dandavati, op. cit. ; Frohmann and Valdés, op. cit.  

38  Jacqueline Adams, “The Bitter End: Emotions at a 
Movement’s Conclusion,” So ciological Inquiry  73 (2003) pp. 84-
113; Frohmann and Valdés, op. cit. ; Schild, op. cit.  

39  Amrita Basu (ed.), The Challenge of Local Feminisms 
(Boulder: Westview Press, 1995); Maria Mies, “The D ynamics of 
the Sexual Division of Labor and the Integration of  Rural Women 
into the World Market,” in Lourdes Benería (ed.), Women and 
Development: The Sexual Division of Labor in Rural Societies 
(New York: Praeger, 1982); Mohanty, op. cit. ; Nancy A. Naples 
and Manisha Desai (eds.), Women’s Activism and Globalization: 
Linking Local Struggles and Transnational Politics  (New York: 
Routledge Press, 2002).  

40  Cathy A Rakowski,  “Women’s Empowerment Under Neo liberal 
Reform,” in Richard L. Harris and Melinda J. Seid ( eds.), 
Critical Perspectives on Globalization and Neoliber alism in the 
Developing Countries  (Leiden: Brill, 2000).  

41  Council for Economic Planning and Development, Taiwan 
Statistical Data Book, 2012  (Taipei: Council for Economic 
Planning and Development, 2012) p. 28.  

42  Lu, op. cit. , pp. 168-171.  

43  Ibid , p. 160.   

44  Ibid , p. 156.   



34 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
45  Cal Clark and Janet Clark, “The Status of Women a nd the 

Quality of Life in Developing Societies,” Perspectives on Global 
Development and Technology  34 (Fall) pp. 451-469.  

46  Lu, op. cit. , p. 162.  

47  IndexMundi, Country Facts  (Vancouver, WA: IndexMundi, 
wwwindexmundi.com, 2013).  

48  John C.H. Fei, Gustav Ranis, and Shirley W.Y. Kuo , 
Growth with Equity: The Taiwan Case  (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1979).  

49  Council for Economic Planning and Development, op. cit. , 
p. 23.  

50  Lu, op. cit. , pp. 184-186.  

51  Ibid , p. 173.  

52  Ibid , pp. 175, 238.  

53  Chou, Clark, and Clark, op. cit. ; Cal Clark and Janet 
Clark,  The Social and Political Bases for Women’s Growing 
Political Power in Taiwan  (Baltimore: University of Maryland 
Series in Contemporary Asian Studies, 2002); Lu, op. cit .   

54  Chou, Clark, and Clark, op. cit.   

55  Edwin Winckler, “Institutionalization and Partici pation 
on Taiwan, From Hard to Soft Authoritarianism?” China Quarterly  
99 (1984) pp. 481-499.  

56  Nora Lan-hung Chiang and Yenlin Ku, Past and Current 
Status of Women in Taiwan  (Taipei: National Taiwan University, 
Population Studies Center, Women’s Research Program , 1988); Lee, 
op. cit.  

57  Chiang and Ku, op. cit .; Yen-lin Ku, “The Changing 
Status of Women in Taiwan,” Women’s Studies International Forum  
11 (1988) pp. 176-186; Yen-lin Ku, “The Feminist Mo vement in 
Taiwan, 1972-87,” Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars  21 (1989) 
pp. 12-22; Lee, op. cit. ; Hsiu-Lien Annette Lu, “Women’s 
Liberation: The Taiwanese Experience,” in Murray A.  Rubinstein, 
(ed.), The Other Taiwan: 1945 to the Present  (Armonk, NY: M. E. 
Sharpe, 1994).  

58  Linda Chao and Ramon H. Myers, The First Chinese 
Democracy: Political Life in the Republic of China on Taiwan 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press , 1998); Shelley 
Rigger, Politics in Taiwan: Voting for Democracy  (London, 
Routledge, 1999); Hung-mao Tien, The Great Transition: Political 



35 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

and Social Change in the Republic of China  (Stanford: Hoover 
Institution Press, 1989).  

59  C. Clark and J. Clark, Women’s Growing Political Power ; 
Ya-Ke Wang, The History of Taiwanese Women’s Liberation Movemen t  
(Taipei, Taiwan: Ju-liu Publishers, 1999) (In Chine se).  

60  Peiying Chen, Acting “Otherwise”: The Institutiona- 
lization of Women’s/Gender Studies in Taiwan’s Univ ersities  (New 
York: Routledge, 2004); Ku, “The Changing Status of  Women in 
Taiwan;” Wang, op. cit.  

61   Pat Gao, “Promoting Gender Parity.”  Taiwan Review  61:9 
(2011) pp. 30-35.   

62  Chen, op. cit. ; Yun Fan, Activists in a Changing 
Political Environment: A Microfoundational Study of  Social 
Movements in Taiwan’s Democratic Transition, 1980s- 1990  (New 
Haven: Doctoral Dissertation, Yale University, 2000 ); Gao, op. 
cit. ; Mei-nu Yu, “Women Activities and Legal Status of Women of 
the 1980s and the 1990s,” paper presented at the Ea st Asian 
Women's Forum, October 20-30, 1994, Enoshima Island , Japan.  

63  Clark and Tan, op. cit. ;  Dafydd Fell, Party Politics in 
Taiwan: Party Change and the Democratic Evolution o f Taiwan, 
1991-2004  (London: Routledge, 2005); Shelley Rigger, From 
Opposition to Power: Taiwan’s Democratic Progressiv e Party  
(Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2001).  

64  Simon Kuznets, Modern Economic Growth: Rate, Structure, 
Spread  (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1976); W.W. Ros tow, 
The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non-Communist Mani festo  
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1960).   

65  Clark and Tan, op. cit .  

66  World Bank, Development Indicators Database , 
http://data.worldbank.org/country/chile , 2010.  

67  Council for Economic Planning and Development, op. cit. , 
p. 222. 

 

68 This argument is developed in much more detail in Cal 
Clark and Evelyn Clark, “Taiwan and Chile: Implicat ions for 
Creating a Dynamic Economy,” International Journal of 
Contemporary Sociology 50 (2013) forthcoming.  

69  Sen, op. cit.   

70  C. Clark and E. Clark, op. cit .  



36 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
71  Brian Loveman, Chile: The Legacy of Hispanic Capitalism  

(New York: Oxford University Press, 1988); Markos J . Mamalakis, 
The Growth and Structure of the Chilean Economy: Fr om 
Independence to Allende  (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1976); Marcus Taylor, “Success for Whom? An Histori cal-
Materialist Critique of Neoliberalism in Chile,” Historical 
Materialism 10:2 (2002) pp. 45-75.  

72  Chou, Clark, and Clark, op. cit.   

73  Clark, op. cit.  

74  Farris, op. cit .  


